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Workshop: Project Based Assessment

In this session participants will draw on the ideas presented in the morning’s keynote and their own experiences of assessing and being assessed.  In doing so will draw out particular characteristics of project-based assessment, the processes and outcomes of learning and assessment through projects, and some of the unintended outcomes which may occur. In particular, we will be interested in what this approach to assessment can offer which more traditional methods do not. In doing so we may broaden the focus out to include inquiry and research-led learning, work-based learning and the use of portfolios as evidence of learning.
The session will remain very flexible with cycles of brief facilitator input, individual reflection, paired/small group activity and plenary. The emphasis will be on participants leaving with an action which they can implement in their own practice.

Professor Ranald Macdonald

Ranald Macdonald was until recently Professor of Academic Development and Head of Strategic Development in the Learning and Teaching Institute at Sheffield Hallam University. Following early retirement this summer, he remains an Emeritus Professor at Sheffield Hallam and is a freelance Higher Education consultant. A former Co-Chair of the UK’s Staff and Educational Development Association, he was also founder and Chair of its Research Committee until 2008 and is a SEDA Fellowship holder. He was awarded a UK National Teaching Fellowship in 2005.

Initial reflection:

	What I would hope to take away from this session is …




Activity 1
	What I have learned about assessment from this morning’s session is that …




Activity 2

	When designing assessment tasks/activities, the main principles/issues I have in mind are …




Activity 3

	The things I would expect students to learn through the use of projects include:




Activity 4

	The ways I would assess and the criteria I would use to assess the outcomes of learning through project work include:




Action planning: As a result of this workshop I would like to make the following changes to the learning and assessment of my students:

	What?


	
	

	Why?


	
	

	How?


	
	

	When?


	
	

	With whom?


	
	

	With what effect?


	
	

	Resources needed?


	
	

	How will I evaluate it?
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