‘Eye on’ Institute of

Technology, Tallaght

CENTRE FOR LEARNING AND TEACHING
(CelT)

In 2007, the Centre for Learning and
Teaching at IT Tallaght evolved from the
Engineering Learning Support Unit which
had been formed in 2003. The ELSU was
created to support first year Engineering
students in their transition from second to
third level education. The new Centre
co-ordinates:

e Academic Staff Development

e Learner Support for all full-time
students

e Learning Technology

Within Tallaght, CeLT co-ordinates
several aspects of SIF Cycle 1 and Cycle
2 teaching, learning, and assessment
projects:

SIF 1:

- Collaborative Network for
Innovation in Teaching and
Inclusive Education (CONTINUE)

- Strategic Alliances

- Learning Innovation Network

SIF 2:

- Dublin Region Higher Education
Alliance, Enhancement of
Learning

- Eastern Regional Alliance -
Repositioning Learner Assessment

- Eastern Regional Alliance —
Student Transitions

The CELT team is Rosemary Cooper,
Mags Phelan and Aideen Reddy:

- -

The CelT is located at the front of the
main building, adjacent to Reception:

CURRENT WORK IN CELT:

4+ Analysis, planning, delivery and
evaluation of a variety of activities
funded through SIF projects

4+ Provision of learner ‘drop-in’ clinics
(both scheduled, and at students’



requests) in Maths and Academic
Writing.
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+ Provision of ‘Introduction to IT’
student workshops at the beginning
of the academic year

Ongoing drop-in supports for ICT,
including email and MS Office, etc.
Mind mapping workshops for staff
and students using iMindMap
software.

Provision of student workshops on
study skills, emotional intelligence,
learning styles, etc.

Provision of 1:1 student support and
coaching in study skills, emotional
competence, and personality type.
4+ Provision of drop-in sessions for Staff
and Students on our VLE, Moodle.
4+ Provision of assistive technology
training and adyvice for students.

4+ Dissemination of resources and
details of events to staff and students
on a regular basis via email and
Moodle.

+ Project management of SIF-funded
staff projects relating to innovation in
teaching, and assessment for
learning.

4+ Investigating, piloting and
implementing innovative IT solutions
within teaching, learning and
assessment.

+ Organisation of internal ‘Show and
Tell’ sessions on educational
technologies.

4+ Ongoing support for staff and
students in using Turnitin plagiarism
detection software.

INTERESTING CELT STATISTICS:

- >80.5% of academic staff have
attended at least one
workshop/event provided through
CelT

- >500 staff Moodle queries were
reported to and supported by
CelT between July 2009 and
October 2009.

- >368 student Moodle queries were
reported to and supported by
CelT between July 2009 and
October 2009.

- 20 members of staff are working
on SIF 1 funded collaborative
‘Innovation’ projects.

- 19 members of staff are working
on SIF 2 funded *Assessment for
Learning’ projects

- 6,684 hours of staff time has been
captured against SIF 1 CONTINUE
project since it began in late 2006
(excluding CelT staff)

- 116 Staff Development events
have been organised by CelT
since January 2007.

INTERESTING CONCEPTS TO CONSIDER:

- The pleasure of learning — check
out the work of Colin Beard from



Sheffield Hallam University. Colin is
a very interesting and inspiring
speaker.

- ‘Learning for an unknown future’ —
have a look at Ron Barnett’s work
from the Institute of Education in
London. Ron’s work makes you
think...and that’s a good thing,
right?

RECOMMENDED READ

‘Giving a Lecture: from Presenting to
Teaching’ by Kate Exley and Reg
Dennick

This is a punchy little book that has a
very clear structure into which you can
dip in and out for useful tips, e.g.
‘Preparing and using handouts and
learning resources’.

‘The Courage to Teach: Exploring the
Inner Landscape of a Teacher's Life’ by
Parker J. Palmer

This is an interesting book suggested by
Dr Rich Felder from North Carolina State
University:

‘Teaching for Understanding at
University. Deep Approaches and
Distinctive Ways of Thinking’ by Noel
Entwistle.

Noel provides great insight into the
concept of deep learning and supports
this with models and useful examples,
particularly in electronic engineering.

For useful teaching and learning ideas
sent directly to your Inbox, subscribe to
the University of Stanford’s Tomorrows-

Professor Mailing List by going to:
https://mailman.stanford.edu/mailman/li
stinfo/tomorrows-professor

Don’t forget that there are lots of useful
email discussion lists that can be
accessed via the JISCMAIL service:
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/

A new online study skills guide is being
produced by the publishers of Stella
Cottrell’s excellent *Study Skills
Handbook’. Thisis due to be launched
in Spring 2010. Check out the online
demo at:
http://www.palgrave.com/skills4studyca

mpus/

An interesting read on innovation in the
use of online media in education is
available on: http://www.downes.ca/
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